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And behold at evening tide trouble, and before the morning be us not, 
thiss the portion of them that ſpoyle ws, and the lot of them that 
rob us. 
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The Epiſtle to-the Reader. | 
Oraſmuch as great and many hath been the ſufferings of | 

wy People - all ages, and al(e in thi Se fe of our), 
great and many ayd ſort evils hath keen ated againſt we, and 
all this for the Yorſhip of God, aps. for. the pure exerciſe of 
onr Conſcience toweras hims z thﬀugh great and many things 
hath been charged <gainft ns, as of groundleſs jealoufies and 
ſoſpitions : 4nd ty this day we have. been and At intend the» 
rough Grace $0 be kept. clean, for Wf,netapons are net.carnel but 
ſpiritual, 1has ſo as 0 that michave half 85 d; both 
ene way and another , and the God of our life hath ſtill kept us 
clear that ſo they could have notbing juſtly to charge againſt us, 
but only and ſingularly for Worſhipping the true and Living 
God, in the ſpirit and in the truth, for the which we have gone 
through many and great tryals,even knockings, beatings, ſtone- 
ings, whipings, and over and above all thy, our ſufferings of 
late bath been augmented, even 10 the parting Man and Wife, 
aud Wife from Husband, which is contrary to the bonds of mo- 
deſty in matters relating to Religion, aud nat auly this, . by way 
of / rr roo but in th! owing many into Holes, and even in- 
to infeted Priſons, contrary to your own advice in your Prayer 
Book, ſo that many hath loſt their lives : and no wonder which 
is or may be a great Canſe of ſpreading the Contagion, becauſe 
we could not have the benefit which nature requireth and which 
God affordeth unto Man, and all this we have (uffered pati- 
ently, and filled up the meaſure of the ſufferings of Chriſt in 

owr fleſh, theagh it hath been to the loſs of many Lives, ſo that - 
all theſe, with many more of the like ſort, which were innume- 
rable to mention, we have all borne, and gone through to this 
A.: day , 
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day, and we have been perſecuted even, as if Pharaoh, and 

all his Hoſt had been at gur heeles, and the God of our life 
knowtth, and that of God int all Conſtiences ſhall one day bear 
ws witneſs, that it is for nothing, but for travelling on our own 
way 10 0ur own Land, and God hath been with us all along with 
his mighty hand, and with hjs out- ſtretched Arme, and though 
they have taken our Byead, and our Water from us, and us from 
#, yet God hath fed us wonderfully , that ſo 6h England thou 
ay cleevly ſee the Cauſe of this ſad eſtate of our Nativve Conn- 
fry as this day, and 1 hope and doubt not, that what is herein 
written, if thou read it with the ſpirit of moderation, but that 
thes wilt anſwer t0 it, aid the witneſs of God in thee, and if 
ſo thereby any may come tobe reclaimed, and turn from the evil 
of their wages, 1 ſhall rejoyce,or atherniſe, have my reward. 


ENGLAND'S 


—_ 


ENGLAND'S LAMENTATION,&-« 


(0) England, England,thy caſe is ſore lamented, that there ſhould 

be found in thee ſo much wickedneſs and ungodlineſs that 
hath ſo provoked the Lord to anger againft thee; and hath tired 
up his wrath, chat ſo unleſs ſpeedy repentance and a returning 
unto him that hath ſmitten, and doth ſmite daily,there is no hope 
of recovering nor eſcaping his hand; But his Judgments will 
ſurely find you all out, and come upon you, if you continue in 
your wickedneſs,andin provoking the Lord of Hoſts to jealouiie, 
in your pride, drunkenneſs,and whoredom,and all manner of {in, 
againſt the Living God; contrary to the Light and fpirit of Jeſus; 
made manifeſt in your mortal fleſh ; ye ſhall periſh eternally, for 
there is no other way for Mankind to come out of thraldom, and 
the bondage of corruption, (as all menby nature are involvedin 
Adam in the fall)but by coming tothetrue Jeſus che Lighrof the 
World, which is'the Salvation in which the Nations of them that 
are ſaved muſt walk, which keads ont of all fin and perſecution, and 
envy, which is the cauſe of the wrath of God to-come upon a 
Nation, and this cauſe is come upon thee O England. 

And wo and alafs, for thee O England, the Land of my Nativi- 
ty;whatartthou become:a by-word to other:Neighbour Nations ; 
for thy wickedneſs and'over and above all: this, there is one tin 
over and above all the forementioned, and that-is perſeeuting men 
for good Conſcence ſake jowards God, thon O England which ſhould 
be the wiſeſt and the -moſt Chriſtian Nation in the World, how 
foul] art thon become guilty of this hainous offence which hath 
cauſed the jealouſie of God to burn like fire againſt thee; and in 
this thou exceedeſt all other Nations for wickedne(s; yea, I be- 
lieve even amongſt the Tzrks and Heathens one might have more 
free liberty to exerciſe their Conſcience towards God, then in 
thee O-England; and they ſhall be brought into condemn thee: 
Oh what cruelty hath been aCted by thee againft thy Inhabitants ; 
Oh what ſpoiling of Goods and Eſtates; Oh what hailing into 
Priſons, and before Magiſtrates and Rulers, for the Teſtomony of 
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[ a good Conſeience, and bas wecould not pay Tyths,contrary 
Hebr, 7. to Goſpel times, and the Adminiſtration thereof ; And Oh how 
132 +haththe fal(e Prophet for his greedy gain mage havock of the 
people, and even eaten them up, a5 a man doth eat up bread, and 
yet the long ſuffering of God hath borne this long, that {© many 
people might think that God was not angry with them, or did 
not regard it at all ; for becauſe Fudgment is not fpeedily executed, 
therefore is the heart of the wickgd ſet to de wicksdly; and therefore 
becauſe of this is the Judgments of God in the earth : But wa and 
ala(s for thee O England, this fin is not only found in thee in this 
particular, but many more, eſpecially one, againſt the Sajats of 
the moſt High, whom God hath loved with an everlaſting love, 
and whom he will be with, infireand in water, and wÞ] never for- 
ſake ; and wo be tothem from God that hurteth them : And that 
is this O Ezg/and, perſecuting peaceable People for Meeting toge- 
ther peaceably to Worthip and ſerve the Living God,- which is 
* Read in bothaccording to Scripture; and the Liturgy, F which ſaith, It is 
the-COn- oyy aboundant dutyat all times,& in all places(mark that )te call upon 
mane. God Orc. and theScriptnre is ſo full and pregaant inthat behalf, 
A chat þ need(ay lirtle to the proofe of its for all wiſemen know 
Ads 20, bow that the Sajats, Apoſtles; and Chriſt Jeſus our Lord himſelf, 
20. uſed Prayer or Preaching, fometime by the Sea hide, and ſome- 
AR,5.42, time on the Mountain ; and the Apoſtles *tis evident ebat they 
Preach'd the Gofpel in the Temple, ancin evexy-Houſe ; what is 
that lawful naw to preach the Goſpel in.a Houle? Nay, fay they; 
Les faith we,*tis both agreeable tothe Apoſtles Spirit and praftiſe 
anh the Liturgy alfo. 

But wo andalaſs, what ſhall F fay,, my heart is even troubled 
within.me, and my Bowels is even pained to fee what-perſecution 
of late. hath attended the people of God, for this very thing it 
would ]lup a Chronicle, and deſerves to be Chronicled , and is 
in the Book of Life; Oh what treadings and what ſtampings'there 
hath been,and daily.is, of the people of God ; and oh what knock- 
ings and beating down the peaceable people of the moſt High, for 
Worſhipping the Lordy no wonder if the Plague be begun, and 
Gods wrath be-gone-out againſt his Advertaries, who hath goum» 
bled at us, as you ſayin your Prayer-book, and hath deſpiſed our 
peaceable. Meetings, and worſhip of God it-(e]f,no wonder if God 
ſmitethe Nation. And oh what calls and crys hath beea from " 
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the peaceable people of Gaia with our lives in-our-hands,that 
chou oh England might be reconciled: to God ;z but oh how ftiffe 
hath thy neck been, and how dullthy ear, and how hard thy heart 
againſt all reproofe, that even ſo many of thy Inhabitants hath 
choſen the worſe way,and hath refuſed to be reproved.and would 
have none of hisCouncel,when his Meſſengers hath roſe early,and 
gone late to bed I know to this very end,that thou mightett be re- 
claimed, who have preached the Goſpel freely unto thee 5 Oh but 
many of thy Nation O Erg/.hath refuſed,and hath hearkned to the a 
dumb hireling that neither can nor never will gather you to God, cy s h 
but to themſelves,that they might have their bellies filled; & this * 
is the way of them O Ezg/and, and chey have made the World 
like a Wildernefs, full of briers and thorns, that fo the Lambs of 
Chriſt (who only bears him Chriſt the true Shepherd) caii ſcarce 
go up and down now for the Wolves, though in ſheeps Cloathing 
the Scriptures, which were not given to be made a tradeof, but 
to be fulfilled, which the Saints lives in the life of; for which life 
ſake in us, weare aſuffering people ar this day. a 22 

But woe, and alaſ(s beſide all theſe aforementioned evils infli&- 
ed upon our Eſtates and Bodies, not only in treding upon and 
knocking down, in our 'peaceable Meetings, but alſo to addeyun- 
to theſe grievous fins againſt the Lord, they have hot only done 
ſo, but they have taken the peaceable people of God, and throw 
them in Holes and Dungeons, and allthis for praftifing that which 
is as I {aid before, both according aud agreeable to Liturgy and 
Scripture, *tis no wonder if che Lord (end a Plague into the 
Land, who rehifts the ſpirit of truth which is according to Scrip- 
ture, the juſteſt Authority, which is to be obeyed above all Au- 
thorities;z for mark, Chriſt is to be the head of the Church, that Col.z.r8. 
in all things relating thereunto, he may have the prehemijnence, 
as the Husband is to be the head of the Wife, (o*cis a vain thing 
to cauſe people to worſhip contrary to their Conſciences, *&s 
but to make people hypocrites, to make people to Worſhip or not 
to Worſhip, contrary to the work of God and ſpirit of truth jn 
our hearts, who leads us only co Worſhip God in his own way : 1 
ſay unto you all, and that in the name of the Lord, yort that are 
found oppoſers heerin, you ſhall be broken to pieces, for God will 
bave his own way, and not his way fet out by you, who arein the 
fallen eſtate, who are miſerable ſinners, as you fay, how are you 
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like to preſcribe the way of the pure God, and limit the Holy one 
toyour forme and none elſe; methinks you might ſee your (elves 
blind in this chingyfor there is a way which no Fowl knoweth,nor 
which no Valturs eye hath ſeen,nor Lions Whelp trod in,who are 
in the uncircumciſed nature, who are miſerable offenders, and 
doth thoſe things you ought not, . &c. and thoſe have never ſeen 
the way of God, nor know'itz what Vulturous eyes hath been 
inthis Nation, that they can ſcarce let a Man go on the ſtreet but 
they will havea by-word for him; peopſeis ſo full of the venome 
of Aſpes, even under their rongue, and theſe are not like to pre- 
ſcribe wayes for God to be Worſhipped,who are (o like the Lions 
Whelp, tearing and rending,and puting people out of the Church 
before they be got in ; nay, but- theſe are like the - Beaſt and his 


Rev, 13, Followers, who would compell all both ſmall and great to worſhip 


IF, 


Phil, 2.3 


him, into the wrong way from the right, this is the Beaſt indeed. 
And oh what killing hath been this day about Religion and 
Worſhip, and forcing to or fro to the falſe from the true, and' 
what killing and knocking down inthe very ſtreets;as I faid before 
quite; contraty,and oppolite to the Apoſtles Dodrine, who ſaith 
touching Religion, ſaith he, do nothing: by ſtrife but in love and. 
'gentlenel(s inſtru, &c, If God will give them repentance to the 


> Tim, 2, acknowledgment of the truth, mark chat, ye Heads and Rulers of 


25s 


England, for God, yea even our, God, hath a controverfie with 

you; aud be not proud;for the Lord hathſpoken, for he can bring 
down the high and the mighty, and raiſe them of low degree, for 

them he will exalt, for we bave ſeen the mighty aba(ed, and the 

lofrtine(s of the lofty laid low ; and what was the cauſe of this? to 

wit, fin and tranſgrefſion, and aftlifing the juſt, 'and limiting the 

Holy One to their ow! wayes,which was not Gods way,for Gods 

wayes is to love enemies, which is the badg and true Cogniſance 

as you ſay of a:Chriſtian, and have you not manifeſted this love of 
yanrs what it is, that ic is but in word and intongue, not in deed; 

for lovethinks no evil,love kills not about Religion,and Worſhip, 

Church and Faith, bur your love as I aid before, is manifeſt, and 

the Nations have feen it, and the blood of many Martyrs & Saints 

ſhall be required at your hands, even you the Heads and Rulers of 
this Nation, who hath drunk the blood of the Saints,and now God 

is giving you ſomething elſe to drink,and will do even the reward 

of unrighteouſneſs which you have purchaſed unto your ſelves, 

who hath deſpiſed both warning and reproofe, 
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(5) | 
Oh England, England, that thou wouldſi ſee the cauſe of the 
Judgment of Godin the Earth, and remove the ſame thou migh. 
ceſt yet be happy, for I know God is as yer ftriving as 1 may ſay, 
with ſome of thy Inhabitants, that if by any means they may re- 
turn. Oh I havea word from God in my heart, oh that the King 
and the Councel might lay it to heart, and chat is this, that if any 
would perſwade thee and thy Nobles, that we who are called 
Quakers, is the cauſe of the Judgment of Godin the Earth; I ſay 
unto thee(in the name of the Lord)believe them nort,8& (o to ſtir 
thee up againſt us to afflit us, the Lord hath not ſpoken by them, 
for that ſpirit(mark that in all ages which ſtirred up to perſecute 
even from Cain to this day, was not the ſpirit of Chriſt, but che 
ſpirit of enmity which God will overthrow. 

So King Charles hearken not to their ſpirit, but tothe ſpirit of 
Godin thy heart, which will tell thee if thou be ſerious, thou 
ſhould love enemies, and not kill chem in this cauſe; but we are 
thy friends and ſeeks thy peace and welfare inthat which is ever- 
laſting, and ſhews thee and all the World the-cauſe and the way 
how to remove Gods hand and fore Vifitation off thee 'and the 


Land, that is to ſay, to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, and to let iq, 58.6. 


the oppreſſed go free; this were the only way for thee O King, 
and all thy ſubordinate Minifters to obtain to perfe& peace with 
God, and tocurb all fin, and licentiouſneſs, lying, ſwearing, pride, 
drunkenneſs, and adultery, with many more before named; 
becauſe of which the Land Mowrns. | ; 
But wo and alaſs,there is one thing that wemuſt require of thee 
and the Nation, and that will tend to thy peace, and the peace of 
all men, and that is, Liberty of Conſcience towards God, in 
matters of Religion, or relating thereunto; how canſt thou and 
the Nation O King deny us of this ſuperlative privilegewhich is 


allowed by Chrift, and the Apoſtle who ſaid in matters of Relj- A+ 14+: 
gion, as every one was perſwaded in his own heart ſo to walk; and *' 


did not preach up perſecution and to kill mens lives, that's of an- 
other ſpirit, then of Chriſts, who came to ſave mens lives, buc 
left it to the Lord that he might perſwade them that werein er- 
ror, the error of their wayes, &c. and fo we requeſtit of thee O 
King, and the Heads of this Nation, as you will all anſwer it at the 
dreadful day of Gods Judgments, to reverſe that law of yours, 
which you have made for the perſecution of them of tender Con- 
ſciences, 
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{evences, and for baniiſhing wc whom God hath loved, wick.an 
everlaſting love, who cannot deny their God for the wrath of 

men,and for meeting together in the publick Worſhip,to worſhip 
Joh.1.21, he Lord in the beauty of Holineſs, for the which ſo many and 
22,23,24 bainous offences have been committed againlt us, & charged upon 

us ; yet Ifay the God of Heaven bears us witneſs, and the Tefti- 

mony of God in all hearts, that we are clear and innocent, and we 

contain'd for nought but the truth; and weare ſubje to Magi» 

ſtracy, which would be charged againſt us, for not being ſubjeg, 

- but weareeither in doing or in ſuffering ,. and I never knew a 
Quzker that lifted up his hand againſt any man; though as I ſaid 

betore, we have been ſtamped uponas the mire in the ſtreets; and 

ſo let none ſay we are not-ſubjet, for in that we cannot do what 

man requires of us; I ſay weare ſubje& in (uffering the wrath of 

the wicked, and the Angel of Gods Heavenly preſence hath been 

and till is with us, tocarry his choſen 'onin all ſufferings for his 

names ſake, untill the ſuffering of his ſeed be full, and then we 

know that God will plead our cauſe, and it.is at band; and fo 

ſay to make laws to baniſh men for Worthipping of God in the 

Spirit, and praying and finging in the Spirit, which is the publick 

John 4. Worſhip fetup by Chriſt himſelf, and co pretend the ame your 
ſelves,and co kill and baniſh them who arein the lite of the Scrip- 
tures,& of the Saints that ſpoke them forth,thisis anerror indeed. 
And hear O ye Nations this thing, and eſpecially thee O: Eng- 
land, who ſhould have been the glory of them all,how unmerciful- 
1y haſt thou uſed the Mefſengers of the moſt High, and what Jaws 
hath come out of thee againſt my people ſaith the Lord ; (o that 

' Godis beginning to plead with thee O England, even above all 
other Nations, becauſe of thy wicked laws againit the ſervants of 
the moſt High, whom God hath loved with an everlaſting love, 
aud on whom his Heavenly Countenance thines, and is his onely 
Jewels, and as dear to him as the apple of bis eye: Andis this 
your end and purpoſe, and to throw'Men and Women eveninto 
infeted'Prifons for Meeting together ia the fear of God, and 9 
worſhip him; oh ſhame and hard heartedneſs, was ever the likein 
any Nation, bath the like been heard of, ſurely God will require ir 
at your hands ; Oh confider theſe things and —_— caa(es, for 
God will judge righteouſly, and in the day of Gods Righteous 
Judgments weſhall beclear; and this in ſhort, in a word, por 
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God unto you, If you perk Gs to do your work of perſecutioa, 


and do not deſiſt from, nor change that law which you have made 
againſt us, you ſhall utterly falf, che Lord hath ſpoken it; and thus 
the cauſe is truly ſtated, }why the Judgments of the Lord is inthe 
Farth; and if you Oye Heads and Rulers would remove the 
cauſe, the effe&t might ceaſe, which fin and perſecution;for good 
Confcience fake is the great cauſe, not only naturally in puting 

ple where the Plague is, but fupernaturally to remove the 


wrath of the Almighty; Oh therefore be wiſe O ye Kings,and be PC:1. 2, 
ye inftruſted O ye Judges af the Farth, ſeryethe Lord with fear 10,11312. 


and rejoyce with erembling; kifs the Son leaſt he be angry wich 
you, and you periſh from the right way ; forif his wrath be but 
kindled alittle, bleſſed areall they that put their craſtin him: 
And oh call in that unrighteous Deeree thatit may never be heard 
of in other Nations, '(tbat a Chriftian Magiſtrate ſhould perſe- 
cute and baniſh, and 281it were kill his ſubje&s, fortheir Confci- 
ence ke towards the Lord) and this of a truth from che Lord, 
is the way to procure the bleſſing and remove thecurſe, which fo 


long as the contrary is lived in, noblefſing cat! furely attend the 


Nation, but God will find alt the evil doers out of the earth ; and 

ſo God almighty keep and preſerve all his peopte pure and holy 

before-him, that your may al be ctoathed in white, and have on 

the Wedding Garmear, and be kept innocent and harmleſs before 

him, ſacrificed up in a clear_Conſcience, waiting for bis Son from 

Heaven, who wil refreſhall his Children with his Heavenly pre- 

fence, and water them with the dew of Heaven, and your Souls 
ſhall be ſatisfied as with fatneſs, for the viſitation of che Lord of 
Hofts-is gone over the Nation, and they who receives not his call, 
and viſitation of his tender love towards them, bur hardens their 

own hearts; well we muſt leave them to the Lord, only to dif- 

charge my duty towards God andall Mankind, I reſt arid remain a 

friend to youall in the bonds of the Covenant of God, waiting 

for the reſtanration of the Creature out of the bondage of cor- ' 
ruption and {lavery of fi into the.glorious liberty of rhe Sons 

of God, in whichT reſt, S. H. 

The occaſion of this was'partly in Anſwer to a Book which [ 
have een, wherein they would ſeem ta lay the blame or the guiic 
of the judgment of God vpon the innocent, and to let the guilty 
90 free, which may ſervefor an Anſwer to the (ame,and the cauſe- 
more truly and rightly ſtated then they have ſtated it; But 


' 


' 


.. But if any object. and ſay ive be the cauſe of chis.heayy Judg- 
ment of the Lord-in this Nation, how is it then that you do ſuffer 
ſo deeply, and many of you are takenaway init? , IH 
Tanſwer, fi:ſt for theſe reaſons. Wer = 
_ Firſt, becauſe we did believe, and do believe always that ina 
common calamity ſuch a one as this is, that the Juſt may ſuffer as 
well as the unjuſt, though the unjuſt be the inſtrumental cauſe of 
the ſirffering of che juſt, &Gqd may and doth undoubtedly take the 
one to himſelf in love,& the other is ſeparated from himjn wrath, 
2ly. Becauſe Solomon ſaith,God taketh away the Righteews with the 
wicked;and as the one dieth,ſo dieth the other,though as I aid be- 
fore, the one in love, the other in wrath. 
| 3ly, Becauſe God hath viſited the Nation-many years, and hath 
ſent his Prophets and Meſſengers amongſt them crying, turn ye, 
turn ye from your evil ways;zthas Gods Viſitation hath gone ovec 
the Nation,and they who have not received this love of God,but 
hardned their hearts againſt all reproofe, that-ſoit is juſt with the 
Lord to take away the Righteous with the wicked,that (o and for 
this very reaſon, that they mighr be blinded, and that they might 
not diſcern the Righteous from the ungodly, 
4aly- And laſtly we may ſee and *tis evident that that in David 
where he cauſed Foab to number the people,contrary tothe com- 
mand of God, and there died 70000. and (aid he, what hath ghe(e 
ſheep done? He knew the guilt was in him,for his hearc did (mice 
him; but ſaid he, let thy hand be a__ me and my Fathers Houle: 
Thns you may plainly ſee, how that the innocent or ſheep may 
ſuffer for the tranſgreſſion of others. - Thus with many mare rea- 
ſons which might be given as to that Objeion, why we ſuffer in 
this affliftion, or in any common calamity, We 
Though I ſay and do ſtill believe that God hath a remnant that 
he will preſerve through it to bear witneſs to his name in a greater 
 tryal if it come: And doubtleſs there is-yet a Remaant that God 
will gather to himſelf, out of all the falſe ways of the World, and 
ſandy foundations into the true way. of God, and to the true 
foundation, Chriſt the Rock, the true Light of the World, which 
abideth one and the ſame forever, | Pts; 
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